
 

 

 

 

 

December 8, 2005 

 

Janet Sierzputowski 

Bureau of Reclamation 

2800 Cottage Way (MP-140) 

Sacramento, CA.  95825 

 

Subject: Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for the Lake Berryessa  

  Visitor Services Plan (VSP) [CEQ# 20050457] 

 

Dear Ms. Sierzputowski: 

 

 The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the above referenced 

document pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Council on 

Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500-1508), and Section 309 of 

the Clean Air Act. Our detailed comments are enclosed.  

 

 EPA supports Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) efforts to improve the 

environmental performance of the recreation facilities by addressing problems with aging 

infrastructure. New zoning of the lake, including addition of areas that are restricted to 

non-motorized use, will help protect areas of sensitive natural resources. 

 

 EPA reviewed the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS), and provided 

comments to Reclamation on March 22, 2004. We rated the DEIS as Environmental 

Concerns-Insufficient Information (EC-2) due to concerns with potential increases in 

visitor and boat use which could result in negative impacts to air and water quality. We 

requested the FEIS include additional information regarding: 1) projected visitor use; 2) 

projected boat use; 3) potential impacts to water quality, air quality, and noise from 

increased use; 4) monitoring and mitigation; 5) emission standards for new gasoline 

marine engines; and 6) Best Management Practices. 

 

 The FEIS has included much of the requested information. The responses to our 

comments have adequately addressed our concerns. We recommend the Record of 

Decision (ROD) document the commitment, stated in the FEIS, to environmental analysis 

of new resort operations and projects, adaptive management, mitigation, and monitoring. 

 

 Reclamation should identify in the ROD funding sources for adaptive 

management and monitoring, and the feasibility of implementing additional pollution 

prevention Best Management Practices. We recommend immediate implementation of a 

public education program regarding the risks of CO poisoning from recreational 

watercraft engines. 
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 We appreciate the opportunity to review this FEIS. When the ROD is signed, 

please send one copy to the address above (mail code: CED-2). If you have questions, 

please contact me at 415-972-3988 or Laura Fujii, the lead reviewer for this project. 

Laura can be reached at 415-972-3852 or fujii.laura@epa.gov. 

 

      Sincerely, 

       

      /s/ 

 

      Duane James, Manager 

      Environmental Review Office 

      Communities and Ecosystems Division 
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EPA DETAILED COMMENTS ON THE FEIS FOR THE LAKE BERRYESSA VISITOR 

SERVICES PLAN, DECEMBER 8, 2005 

 

Commitment to Future Environmental Analysis, Mitigation, and Monitoring 

 

 The Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) states impacts associated with 

new facilities or increased use would be addressed in environmental analysis of new 

resort operations and projects, project-specific mitigation, and site-specific and reservoir-

wide monitoring programs (p. 111). 

 

 Recommendation:  

The Record of Decision (ROD) should include a clear commitment to future 

environmental analysis, mitigation, and monitoring, especially for potential water 

quality, air quality, and noise impacts. If feasible, identify in the ROD specific 

mitigation commitments such as temporal closures and visitor outreach.  

 

Funding for Adaptive Management and Monitoring Requirements 

 

 The Preferred Alternative would implement the Water Recreation Opportunity 

Spectrum, a reservoir-wide zoning system that will be used to designate appropriate types 

and levels of recreational use for the lake and shoreline areas. The system is based on 

adaptive management and monitoring of use (p. 18). Effective implementation will be 

dependent on sufficient funding to support the adaptive management and monitoring 

requirement.  

 

 Recommendation: 
The ROD should include information identifying the funding sources for adaptive 

management and monitoring.  

 

Public Health Issues of Carbon Monoxide (CO) Emissions 
 

 Increased traffic congestion at the Lake (automobile and motorized watercraft) 

could pose public health risks from carbon monoxide (CO) emissions. Although the FEIS 

cites the “Emission Standards for New Non-Road Engines,” it does not provide 

information on potential public health risks of CO emissions. 

 

 Recommendation: 

The ROD should include specific information on the public health issues of CO 

emissions associated with increased automobile and motorized watercraft 

congestion at the Lake. We urge immediate implementation of a public education 

program regarding risks of CO poisoning from recreational watercraft engines. 

 

Pollution Prevention in Recreation Areas 

 

 EPA supports Reclamation’s commitment to Best Management Practices (BMPs) 

for reducing impacts associated with construction of resort facilities. There are additional 

pollution prevention approaches that can be used to further minimize the impacts of 
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recreation activities on the natural environment, as provided in Pollution Prevention 

Checklists and guidance documents attached to our comments on the Draft 

Environmental Impact Statement. 

 

 Recommendation: 
Reclamation should consider additional BMPs for minimizing environmental 

impacts associated with expanded recreation activities at Lake Berryessa. The 

ROD should address the feasibility of implementing some of the techniques 

identified in the Pollution Prevention Checklists and guidance documents. The 

ROD should provide a commitment to implement appropriate actions.  
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EPA COMMENTS ON THE FEIS FOR THE LAKE BERRYESSA VISITOR SERVICES PLAN, 

DECEMBER 8, 2005 

 

Summary Paragraph 

The FEIS has included the requested information and adequately addressed our concerns. 

EPA recommended the ROD include a commitment to environmental analysis of new 

resort operations and projects, adaptive management, mitigation, and monitoring; identify 

funding sources; and implement public outreach on the risks of CO poisoning from 

recreational watercraft engines. 

 


